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" In the interim, it has found itself extremely
distressed. Desirous of settling its accounts with
the house of Le Couteulx, and other houses in
France, it was in want of the sum of three
millions of French livres (a hundred and twenty-
five thousand pounds sterling). To obtain this,
it addressed itself to Government, and endeavour-
ing to call in sixty millions of reals1 which were
its due. Government having, under various pre-
tences, declined payment, the bank declared itself
insolvent, and that it must render the state of
its affairs public. This means produced its effect;
Government came to its aid, and gave it assign-
ments for twenty millions of reals, payable
annually."

i The intrinsic value of the real   according to the
mint assay is s|d.r does not at present
